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This year’s walkathon was a huge success in every way!  Not only did we reach our goal of raising an unbe-

lievable $75,000, but it looks like we will surpass that goal with donations still coming in! We really came 

together as a school in order to make this happen, from everyone who volunteered their time on the day of 

the walk, to the hundreds of parents who worked tirelessly to secure donations from our incredibly generous 

corporate sponsors months beforehand. 

Speaking of our corporate sponsors, they ac-

counted for $37,000 in cash donations, and 

$15,000 in in-kind donations (raffle prizes and 

food and drinks for the day of our event). This is 

a huge portion of our money raised, and we are 

asking each of you to visit each of the businesses 

who gave to our school AT LEAST ONCE in the 

coming months (see page 2).  It goes without 

saying that if we show these companies the posi-

tive impact our school community can make, the 

more likely they will be to give again next year. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH THIS!!

Thank you to everyone who was a part of anoth-

er extraordinarily special day for our school.

 The Walkathon Committe

4th Annual Walkathon a tremendous success
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2011 Mayer Walkathon Company Sponsors

Vicki Baer Ochstein Photography
www.vbophoto.com

(917) 648-1349 • (773) 248-5551

Vicki specializes in infants, babies and 
children, and uses only natural light, to create 
memories with spirit, honesty and beauty.

Triathlon ($2,500)
A and N Mortgage Services • In the Closet • L&W Supply • Rick and Susie Mayer

The Oscar G. & Elsa S. Mayer Family Foundation • Sheffield Neighborhood Association

Marathon ($1,000)
 Bensky Data Solutions • DMC, Inc. • Experimur • Inland Home Mortgage  

Pascal Pour Elle Salon • PNC Bank • Sprinkles Cupcakes

10K ($500)
 Baird & Warner/Krika & Elkes • CIMPAR • Concentrated Content • Cosmetic Laser Solutions • Dee’s Chinese Restaurant 

Eye Spy Optical • Intermix • LG Development • The Local Option • McGee’s • Mid-North Association 
Oz Park Baseball Association • Riverpoint Pediatrics • Salon V • Statistically Speaking Consulting 
Supernova Networks • Sweet Mandy B’s • Tank Sushi • Vulcan USA • Alderman Scott Waguespack 

Webster Square / Geneva Webster LLC • Webster’s Wine Bar 

5K ($250)
 American Chartered Bank • AthletiCo • Chicago Bagel Authority • Children’s Dentistry of Bucktown & Wicker Park 

Citibank • DePaul Community Music Division • Daniel Donohue, Attorney at Law • Golan & Christie LLP • H.E.R.O. Fitness 
The Hideout • Lakeshore Academy of Artistic Gymnastics • MANA Food Bar • My Gym • Howard Orloff Imports 

The Petinarian •Pump It Up • Second City Subs • Snarky Babies • State Farm Insurance Agent Linda Kuczka 
sushi wabi • The Ultimate in Dry Cleaning

Other Company Sponsors including in-kind and raffle prizes
2000 Cleaners • Al-Sahara Oriental Rugs • Aldi Food Market of Lincoln Park (Clybourn & Sheffield) • All About Dance 

ARCC Ballet & Dance • Ashland Tire & Auto Clinic • Balance Health & Wellness • Ballet D’enfant: A Fairy Tale Ballet
The Bar Method • David H. Baukol, D.D.S., P.C. • Best Buy • Big Ten Network • Bikram Yoga • Binny’s Beverage Depot

Boka Boot Camp with Jen Jones • Bubbles Academy • Building Blocks Toy Store • Bunches: A Flower Shop 
Butler Chiropractic & Acupuncture • Café Ba Ba Reeba • Cellular Intelligence Med Spa • C’est La V Hair Salon of Europe  

Chicago Cubs • The Chicago Organizer • The Chicago Teacher Store • Classic Kids Photography • Cleaning Club • Clif Bar 
Core Power Yoga • Cortland’s Garage • The Dailey Method • Stephenie Dame Photography • Dance SPA • The Deely 

Family Dentistry for Children and Families • El’s Kitchen • Fantasy Kingdom • Fitness Formula Clubs • Fleet Feet Sports 
Franks ‘n Dawgs • giggle • Girl and the Goat • Hi-Tops • ICM Properties Management • Iron Rooks • Isabella Fine Lingerie 

John’s Place • Kid City • The Kids’ Table • Kim & Scott’s Café Twist • Kincade’s • L20 • Lakeshore Sport & Fitness • Language Stars 
Lash Dip • Leo’s Coney Island • Lil’ Sluggers • The Linebaugh Family • Little Beans Café • The Little Gym • Lottie’s Pub 

Lou Malnati’s • Menomonee Club • Ray Meyer Fitness & Recreation Center • Myron & Phil’s Restaurant 
Nesh Mediterranean Grill • Olivia’s Market  • The Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Vicki Baer Ochstein Photography • The Paintbrush • Peapod • Perennial • Pied Piper Parties & Playschool
The Poison Cup • The Potter Family • Congressman Mike Quigley • Quintessential Design

The Red Balloon Company • The Riordan Family • Salon 1800 • The Second City • The Second Child •  Shedd Aquarium 
Sherwood Community Music School • Sister-Arts Studio Snippets • So Cute and Cozy • 

Marilee Sprenger, Educational Neuroscience Consultant • Starbucks • State Street Barbers Strack & Van Til • Tails Pet Media Group
Tarantino’s • Thodos Dance Chicago • Tipsy Cake • Toys et Cetera • Trader Joe’s • Tres Bien Salon • TRIO Salon • Twin Anchors 
The Tzakis Family • Uncle Sammy’s Sandwich Classics • The UPS Store • Urban Oasis  • Vini’s Pizza • Vrai Amour • Walgreens 

Yummy Dental • The Zalusky Family • The Zemnick Family • Zephyr Dance Ensemble  



Dear Oscar Mayer Community,
 
It is hard to believe it is almost over, but what a fantastic school year it has been for our kids at Oscar Mayer.  The school is thriving 
and so are our children.  Showing just how first-rate and coveted our school has become, well over a thousand families were regret-
tably denied placement for their child next year. None of Oscar Mayer’s success is an accident.  It is a reflection of the hard work, 
dedication, and cooperation by students, parents, teachers, administration, staff and the community, all working together for a 
great common cause: our kids!
 
As pleased as we are, we still strive to do better and improve, and though the school year is coming to an end, many of us will con-
tinue to work diligently throughout the summer to best prepare for another successful school year. As you already know, Friends 
of Mayer’s primary goal is to raise money in support of our school. Though we take on other responsibilities to support school 
initiatives, our focus always has been, and will continue to be, fundraising. I’m sure by now all of you have read the recent letter 
sent home to parents from new Chicago Public Schools CEO Jean-Claude Brizard. The news he shared with us regarding the CPS 
budget deficit is disappointing, as is Mayer’s budget for next year. Nonetheless, we have a lot to celebrate: we raised over $200,000 
during the course of the 2010-2011 school year that will supplement the CPS budget for the coming 2011-2012 school year! That 
is INCREDIBLE! Thank you so much for your generosity and your belief in the wonderful offerings our school has; contributing your 
hard earned income shows the trust you have in Mayer. I have put together a recap of what we all came together to provide. I hope 
you will be pleased...
 
THANKS TO YOU!
As of June 10 we have raised over:
• $136,000 from the Pledge Drive
• $75,000 from the Walkathon
 
THANKS TO YOU!
We Have Collected:
• $4,885 from Barnes and Noble Book Fair Sales
• $2,240 from Gifts and Grants
• $1,425 from Dominick’s/E-scrip shopping program
• $1,407 from Picture Day
• $398 in Box Tops
 
THANKS TO YOU!
We have paid for:
• Funded teaching positions
• Field trip buses
• Small tokens of appreciation for our teachers and staff including  
  two report card pick-up lunches and the holiday cookies
• Referees for games for our sports teams
• Rental and upkeep of the copy machines
• Office and art supplies
• Student of the month breakfasts and honor student awards
...and so much more! The sad reality however, is that while 
$200,000 is seemingly an extraordinary amount of money raised, 
we need more; a lot more. And though we are grateful that we 
worked so hard to supplement the school budget, our goal next 
year will be much higher; certainly a large task, but not an insur-
mountable one. We will need to come together even more than 
we have in the past and strive to accomplish our goals. While it’s 
tough to realize that we are currently not meeting all of our needs, 
we are fortunate enough to be surrounded by some of the most 
vibrant, enthusiastic and committed families, teachers and staff.  I have no doubt that if we rally together, we will one day soon be in 
a position to attain all the extras that will take Mayer to the next level.  So for the moment, we should celebrate the fact that every-
one’s collective efforts this year will allow the school to purchase the proper number of classroom teachers, as well as an office clerk 
and Assistant Principal; all very important elements to Oscar Mayer’s success.  Thank you all for another extraordinary year! I wish 
you all a safe and blissful summer with your beautiful families, and I’ll see you in the fall.
 
All the best,

Farah Denahan
President, Friends of Mayer



someone you should know recap
Thank you 2010 - 2011 Someone You Should Know contributors! Mayer families have enjoyed learning  
about our wonderful staff.

Catherine Lapping 
Visual Arts

Anyine Galvin-Rodriguez
Spanish E1, 4, 5 & 8 Grade

Marissa Houk - Early Childhood and Barbara Baldini - 
Montessori Coorinator

Karen Damato - Special 
Ed. Aide/EC Assistant

Roxy Roth - Drama Candace Cook-Bey 
E1 Assistant

Shannon Mahoney – 5 and 
6 Grade Language  Arts 
and Humanities

Crystal Sankey 
Elementary 1

Tracie Kenyon 
Elementary 1

Betty Scalia –  5 and 6 
Grade Language  Arts  
and Humanities

Josh Levine – 5 and 7 
Grade math

Kathy Schroedter – EC 
Assistant

Karen Bryden 
Elementary 1

Reina Cabrera – School Clerk  and Karen Olsen – 
School Clerk

Jennifer Townsel – Early 
Childhood, 6 and 7 Grade 
Spanish

Diane Lena
Early Childhood

Rory Muchow – MYP Lan-
guage Arts/Humanities 
7 and 8 Grade

Norah O’Brien 
Elementary 1

Africa Thomas
Assistant Principal

Tianna Davis-Lancaster
6-8 Grade Science 
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Kevin O’Brien, Senior Loan Officer 
 “Parent of 2 Oscar Mayer Students” 

Direct:  708-236-5903 / Cell:  312-206-7999 
kobrien@inlandbank.com 

NMLS #229592 
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Special thanks 

to JoAnn Lulla 

for tirelessly 

coordinating 

this great 

newsletter section. 

Your dedication 

is much 

appreciated!



Enclosed is my check or charge my credit card for $_____
   One Year Three Years    One Year Three Years
Family membership  $20  $50  Senior membership $5   $10   
Individual membership      $15   $35  Business membership $25  $60
Credit Card    __MasterCard  __Visa  __Discover Card Expiration Date __/__
Credit Card Number     Signature
Name:
Address:
Phone:       E-mail:
Please mail to: Sheffield Neighborhood Association, 2233 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614 or fax to: 312-592-7565 if using credit card.

Oscar Mayer is your local school.  The Sheffield Neighborhood Association is your  
local community organization.  Please support SNA by becoming a member.   
Members receive eblasts of local issues, events and happenings as well as a decal to 
affix to your window to show your support.

Sheffield
Neighborhood
Association

It’s difficult to stay committed after starting 
a season with two blowout losses, but the 
7th/8th grade Mayer boys’ basketball team 
did just that and more.  The players were 
working hard and making a lot of progress 
in practice, but I was concerned that they 
would be discouraged and give up on the 
rest of the season.  However, this strong 
group of young men demonstrated impres-
sive resolve.  They used the early mistakes as 
an opportunity to learn and improve.  They 
worked even harder in practice, and after 
those first two losses the team went on to 
win four of our last five games!

In recognition of their positive attitude and 
effort I decided to take the team to the Bulls 
last regular season game.  Bulls legend Bob 
Love was extremely generous to talk to us 

before the game.  He took us on the court to meet former and current Bulls players, executive members of the 
front office, and even gave us a chance to sit on the Bulls bench and stand at half court.  It was an incredible 
experience, and was a perfect way to end the season considering Bob Love epitomizes all that we stressed dur-
ing the season.  Through education, hard work, and optimism he has overcome so much in his life (including a 
severe stutter, being the son of a sharecropper, getting cut from his first NBA team, and working for minimum 
wage after his basketball career).

Thank you to all of our fans, families, Mayer faculty, and Coaches James Francis and Jesse Brooks for your support 
throughout the season.  We could not have done it without you.  Also, thank you to Friends of Mayer and Mrs. 
Olsen for all your help organizing our trip to the Bulls game.

I can only hope that next season is as successful as this one.  We would like to offer both boys and girls teams for 
more grade levels, so if you are interested in helping coach please contact me or Coach Francis.
Submitted by: Dave Lewin.  Besides coaching the Mayer football and basketball teams, Dave Lewin is the owner of Statistically Speaking Con-
sulting.  He has a daughter Alison in Room 107, a 2 year old son Kai, and a mutt Philly who is often seen on the playground.  His wife Lynn is a  
veterinarian at Family Pet Animal Hospital who wrote about children and pets earlier this year.

Bulldog Basics Exemplified on the Basketball Court

Bottom Row: Lance Orr, Earnest Banks, Jesse Brooks, Kortese Adams, Reggie Murphy; 
Top Row: Coach James Francis, Coach Jesse Brooks, Diamond Walker, Bob Love, 
Ali Lewin, Corzell Cannon, Phillip Powell, Bobby Rone, Coach Dave Lewin 
(Jordan Owens not pictured)



 
 Organizing: I will clean, organize and rejuvenate your closet to perfection. I evaluate what you have and advise  

you on what pieces you will need to enhance your existing wardrobe.  Once organized I cart unwanted clothing     
to consignment shops, register your items and bring you back the cash.  

 Shopping: I will show you how to distinguish timeless staples from trendy pieces and help avoid costly mistakes.                 
I work with clients to help find unique gifts; whether they are business related or personal.  

 Photographing/Cataloguing: I will create outfits, photograph and catalogue the images for you to have as a              
reference when getting dressed or preparing for a trip. 

 Packing: My objective is to eliminate the unwanted stress and procrastination that precedes an upcoming trip                   
or event. I will simplify your packing experience so that you feel comfortable and secure for every occasion. 

 
         20% OFF  

             your first appointment 
         

      Please call (312) 208-8269 to schedule your appointment 
 

         Jennifer Oppenheimer 
www.InTheClosetChicago.com 

 

My services include: 

Congratulations on a very 
successful Walkathon!

Congratulations on 
another great Walkathon!

congratulations 
to FOM on another 

successful walkathon

Congratulations on 
another great 

Walkathon!
congratulations 

on a terRific 
walkathon

Then grab the family and visit Franks ‘n Dawgs 
at 1863 N. Clybourn Avenue to enjoy a great Hot 
Dawg and raise money for Mayer Magnet School. 
During the entire month of June, Franks ‘n Dawgs 
will donate $1 to our school for each Charitable 
Dawg ordered by anyone, not just Mayer fami-
lies. So invite your friends, family and neighbors 
to Franks ‘n Dawgs in support of our school.

HOT for A HOT DAWG...



The only  
thing you  
need to 
know about 
beauty is

PASCAL
ELLEpour .com

      Save Your Data
                                        saveyourdata.biz

Online Backup has never been this easy
Don’t Lose your Data - Signup Today!

Call 773.490.0417

Volunteers Needed for Summer Festivals
Sheffield Neighborhood Association and Wrightwood Neighbors Association are very supportive of Oscar Mayer.  SNA most recently 
donated $2,500 as a Walkathon Triathlon Sponsor and WNA has historically donated $15,000 to our school. We receive money from 
their summer festivals and they have asked us for volunteers.  Please help if you can. Here is the volunteer information:

• Sheffield Garden Walk and Festival – July 23 and 24. Volunteers needed for the Mayer food booth! Details to come. 

• Taste of Lincoln Avenue – July 30 & 31 ( Fullerton to Wrightwood). If you would like to volunteer at the gate or kid’s area, 
you can send an email to fomvolunteer@yahoo.com with your phone number and preferred shift or sign-up online at  
http://www.wrightwoodneighbors.org/tastevolunteers.htm.



important 
dates! 

LSC Meeting

friends of mayer 
meeting

meet your teacher

    
first day 

of school
(K-8th Grade)

july 13

Aug. 10

Aug. 26

sept. 6

If you have ideas for articles, comments or questions please
email us at:  FOMnewsletter@yahoo.com

Neena Vlamis
President

p:773.305.7037
f: 773.751.5041
   www.neenav.com

CPS Homebuying 
Assistance Program
Finding the right loan doesn’t 
have to feel like a pop quiz.

$3,000-$7,500
Homebuying grant money 

for CPS teachers.

This is an advertisement.  This is NOT a commitment to lend.  A and N Mortgage Services, Inc is an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee and an Equal Housing Lender. 
 #MB 0006638  NMLS# 19291. 1945 N. Elston Ave. Chicago, IL 60642    Neena Vlamis MB# 31.0001093   NMLS# 37370

Are you eligible for the CPS grant?

Call Neena today.   

congratulations may 
students of the month                  
The following students were selected as 
 Students of the Month for May 2011:

ROOM 101 JASMINE GOLDBOSS, EMMA LOOKATCH

ROOM 102 ARIANNA TZAKIS, LUKE LINEBAUGH

ROOM 104 JOY WILLIAMS

ROOM 105 JONAH FIENBERG

ROOM 106 NATALIA ORTIZ, CATHERINE BRANSFIELD

ROOM 107 AVA DONOHUE, NURIEL TORRES

ROOM 108 AMAURI JEANTY,  YANNIS PAYNE

ROOM 109 NICHOLAS SCAVONE, JACK HARRIES

ROOM 111 HEAVEN PITTMAN,
                      JACQUELINE Bartholomew

ROOM 201 MICHAEL VLAMIS

ROOM 202 EDY GOMEZ, SABRINA VEGA

ROOM 203 NATALIA BERMUDEZ,  
                      ANGELINA AMORUSO

ROOM 204 JOSHUA LOPEZ

ROOM 205 ROBERT Zambrzycki, CASEY SHERMAN

ROOM 206 DANIEL ARANDA

ROOM 210 ALEX LIMARDO, JAYLA WILSON

ROOM 212 YASMINE MARSHALL

ROOM 213 DENIRA CALHOUN

ROOM 214 MAURICE BOYD

ROOM 221 JENNIFER SALGADO

ROOM 223 JASMINE NORWOOD

ROOM 225 ELIZABETH SPIKES

ROOM 226 KAREN BARRAGAN, SHAWN LOGAN

Let’s give these students a round of applause for 
being such superb role models for their classrooms!


