Friends of Mayer Meeting – July 20, 2010

1. Introductions – attendees introduced themselves. In attendance:

         Brad Bane



         Farah Denahan
         Debbie Hilander


         Barbara Baldini
         Maureen Riordan


         Jennifer Gallinson
         Jamie Komen


         Lisa Schwartz
         Jimmy Oppenheimer

         Leah Talmers
         Amy Zemnick


         Amy Sprenger
         Shannon Mahoney


         Jeff Shapack
         Catherine Lapping


         Carolyn Gilbert
         Sarah Liebman


         Heather Easley-Harries
         Stephanie Linebaugh 

         Olivia Potter

       Michelle Hoersch


       Alice Singer
2. Budget Report & Approval:

a. The 2009 – 2010 Spending & Fundraising was discussed (see PP file for final numbers)

b. 2010 – 2011 Draft Budget was discussed ($190,200 is the total draft amount; see PP file for breakout amounts)

3. Pledge Drive Action Plan

a. Letters have been started; $1,200 per child requested amount ($100 per month, over a 12-month calendar year), with 100% participation (regardless of the amount pledged) being the goal.
b. Note: 2009 – 2010 participation was 30%

4. 2010 – 2011 Fundraising & Activity Plan

a. Reviewed 8 categories which were not new from last school yr.

b. Other fundraisers considered:

i. School supplies (2011 – 2012 school year)

ii. Halloween costumes

Idea will be flushed out by volunteer Amy Tzur
iii. Yearbook ad sales

Caryl Reinhardt; possibly may add to our project list

Fall is when this may be decided

iv. NOTE: The consensus of the group is we need to focus our energy on our two biggest fundraisers – Pledge Drive & Walkathon. Other side fundraisers can be considered as volunteers request to champion these projects.
5. Update on School Contests (US Cellular, Pepsi, Etc.)

a. Kohl’s Cares, Pepsi Refresh& US Cellular contests were discussed. If possible, the Kohl’s contest will be recapped for the group so that we can understand what it took to win (there is concern that schools much larger than Mayer have an edge of winning). 

b. A decision was made not to pursue the school contests for the upcoming school year.

6. Grant writing Update

a. Northwestern Physical & Nutrition Grant – submitted by Michelle H. & Nancy Sassower; expect results by Sept. 1st

b. PEP Grant – not for this school year, but we want to apply for next school year. Namaste School rec’d large sum of money for gym equipment. Need to ID and school we can partner with for this grant; we expect more impact if we do so

c. Tom’s of Maine – we are in the screening process and expect to be notified in early August of our status.

d. Online survey to teachers for wants/needs/interests/involvement for grant writing has been created and will be issued early August. These results will provide direction for future grant writing.

7. Beginning of School Year Activities

a. Barbara B. discussed the tentative dates for upcoming parent orientation meetings. Official dates/notes will be issued once Katie K. approves.

b. Plan in place to promote FOM at the following:

i. Montessori Meet the Teacher for NEW EC students 

ii. FOM Picnic (immediately after above)

iii. Montessori Parent Orientation

iv. September Open House

8. 2010 – 11 Quarterly Social Event

a. Cubs rooftop outing

b. Tabled for now; will discuss for next season. Note: There is a min. of $25 per person fee.; all other monies would raise money for FOM

c. FUNdraiser @ Pump It Up

i. A percentage of ticket sales go to FOM 

ii. We do not believe there is an age restriction to play at Pump It Up

iii. Next step: Select a date; preferably winter

d. Kids Bowl Free Outing/Pizza

i. Investigation results to come; possible February timing

9. School Pictures

a. Topic originated at LSC meeting. Maureen R. & Debbie H. discussed possibly finding a new company to tackle the project.   Maureen to present to LSC. Update will be given at next meeting.

10. All Other Business

a. 2010 – 2011 FOM Meeting Dates 

b. Next FOM meeting on Wednesday, August 25 at 6:30 PM at a TBD location

